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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments  The major problem of this paper is that it isconfusing. The authors collected blood and stoolsamples and they reported parasitemia for fournematodes; A. lumbricoides; Hookworm; S.stercoralis and T. trichuris. Parasitemia meanspresence of parasites in the blood. As far as Iknow it is not possible to detect these nematodesby microscopy in the blood. I advise that theauthors present a list with the prevalence of allparasites they identified in the blood and stoolsamples.
 The authors claim that their study showed thatinfection stimulated specific immune reactions.No immunological tests were performedaccording to their description of materials andmethods so their claim is not valid.

 It is important to state that the objectiveof the study is to assess the effect ofhelminthiasis on haematologicalparameters in school aged children. Wedid not state that parasites were seen inblood smears rather we used the basicprocedure of determining blooddifferential through smear analysis. Theworms expressed in the study all camefrom stool smears.
 The variations observed in thehaematological parameters in theinfected and in comparison with theuninfected precipitated the suspicion.
 This however, the statement could berephrased to eliminate impression thatwe are considering immunologicalreactions in the infected.

Minor REVISION comments  Describe in detail the statistical analysis.
 Explain what is the practical application ofdetermining the age related specific parasitemia(sic).

 Statistical analysis involved the use ofthe variance in the means of the twogroup and single factor excel anova wasemployed.
 The sampled population were groupedsubsets representing specific ageclasses. The age classes constituted thedistinct sample group from the level ofparasite load (mean) was compared
 In this study age related specific
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paratemia relates to the specificparasites age per class. E.g. A.
lumbricoides in the 5-7 age group.Pi/Nx100/1.

 Pi= pop infected, N = total pop sampled.
Optional/General comments


